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DO 670 UNITED METHODIST THEOLOGY 
SATURDAY, 9/11/04, 10/09/04, 11/13/04 
 9:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M. 
DR. LARRY WOOD, PROFESSOR 
 
WELCOME TO THIS MIXED MEDIA CLASS. This will be an opportunity for us to interact with each other 
from different locations. Learning entails more than just gathering information together to be 
memorized. Insights are developed largely through conversations in a dialogical situation, and 
this class will challenge us to think about some of the implications of theology as it is being 
developed and promoted in the contemporary world, particularly as it relates to the life of the 
Church today. Ideas are not innocent, but have profound implications. This is especially true with 
regard to preachers of the gospel. How the gospel is understood impacts the spiritual life of the 
believer and the Church in general. I’m glad to have you as part of this community of learning as 
we share together in this class on United Methodist theology. 
 
CATALOG DESCRIPTION 
A survey of Methodist theology after Wesley to the present with a special focus upon its American 
developments.  Assuming an understanding of Wesley’s thought, the course traces doctrinal 
distinctives in both the United Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren heritages.  Theological 
traditions will be studied through representative theologians in the Wesleyan tradition. 
 
GOALS 
Upon the completion of this course, students will: 
 
1. Be acquainted with some of the representative theological trends, movements, and 
theologians within United Methodism; 
2. Be encouraged to see the relevance of theology for pastoral and denominational 
leadership in the United Methodist Church; 
3. Be equipped with categories that are necessary for engaging in serious theological dialog 
with peers and colleagues; 
4. Be able to apply appropriate and relevant theological reflection in sermon preparation; 
5. Be able to evaluate recent developments in Methodist theology in the light of Wesley’s 
sermons, Notes, and Articles of Religion; 
6. Be familiar with recent relevant theological trends, movements, and theologians outside 
of the United Methodist tradition; 
7. Be inspired (hopefully) to enjoy the responsibility of thinking theologically.  What an 
awesome gift God has given humanity by endowing us with the capacity to understand 
and to know each other and to know him!  Through the appropriation of categories 
(thought-forms), we are enabled to understand the shared experiences of life in general 
and of our experience of God in particular.  Spirituality and the capacity of the mind to 
think go together in hand. 
 
A Mixed Media Course 
This is a simulcast class involving the Wilmore Campus and GulfBreeze Campus. One of the 
expectations of this class is that students on both campuses will interact with each other as well 
as with the professor. This interaction will entail the use of V-Tel and First Class. A special icon 
for this class is on First Class where students may post email messages to the whole class in the 
Discussion Center or just to the professor (Office icon). A technician will be located in the 
classroom at Gulfbreeze and Wilmore. Also a facilitator will be available in the Gulfbreeze 
classroom. A special icon for Assignments is on First Class where students will submit their class 
work. This folder will be available for all to view as well as the professor. The professor will read 
the students’ work and then return it confidentially with inserted comments. To view the 
professor’s comments, please click on “View” in the menu and then click on “Comments.” The 
section commented on will be highlighted in yellow in the text, but the actual comments will be 
hidden until you click on “View” and then “Comment.” 
 
There are specific challenges involved in a mixed media class. Students should be prepared for 
possible technical difficulties. The special challenge will be the TV monitor as we all seek to share 
together as a community of learners. Another challenge will be working together in small groups 
and preparing for panel discussions. This will require use of First Class. There will be some 
image distortions on the TV monitor, although there will be very little voice distortions. Special 
care will given to insure that both campuses feel equally included in the class conversation, 
although this will be a challenge. 
 
Break Times 
Because of the day-long time span of the three classes. we will plan to have class in 50 minutes 
segments, followed by a ten-minute break. This means at the top of the hour, we will begin class 
and everyone should be back in their desks. 
 
COURSE EXPECTATIONS 
1. Class attendance is required. Because this class meets only three times on Saturdays, 
no absences will be permitted. 
2. Class sessions will be dialogical and interactive 
3. Each student will read carefully all assigned readings. 
4. Class time will be spent in presenting different ideas, movements, and theologians, which 
one would expect to encounter in the United Methodist ministry. 
5. Students will type a brief summary paper (no more than 200 words) on each of the 
assigned chapters in the required texts and the required selected readings on the E-
Library Reserve. No summaries are required of optional or collateral readings. By 
summary is meant that the student will summarize the main point(s) of the chapter. 
These summary papers are to be posted in the appropriate folder in the icon for DO 670 
so that everyone may have access to them and read them. Students are also invited to 
respond to them, although this is not required.. 
6. Each student will participate in class-led, panel discussions.  The professor will serve as 
moderator and resource person. Students serving on the panels will expand their 
summary papers to include a more detailed analysis of the readings and will raise 
questions and issues, which should be discussed by the whole class. 
7. Each student will write a ten-page research paper on a contemporary theological trend, 
such as Trinitarian theology, process theology, narrative theology, liturgical theology, 
Latin American liberation theology, Afro-American theology, Pentecostal/Charismatic 
theology, the Confessing Movement, feminist theology, theology of history, ecological 
theology, science and theology, or the Liturgical Renewal Movement. The research 
papers will be placed in the Office folder as an email attachment. It will be graded and 
returned to students with comments inserted. 
8. There will no formal tests. 
 
GRADES 
1. The summary papers will be checked by the professor to insure that students are 
understanding the main points. No grades will be assigned to these papers. It should be 
noted that this assignment is a requirement and is not optional. 
2. Students will receive a grade for the quality of their participation in each of their panel 
discussions. These grades will count 50% of the final grade. 
3. Students will receive a grade for their research papers. These grades will count 50% of 
the final grade. 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS 
1. Thomas A. Langford, Practical Divinity. Theology in the Wesleyan Tradition (Nashville: 
Abingdon Press, 1998). Selected chapters. 
2. David L. Smith, A Handbook of Contemporary Theology (Grand Rapids:  Baker Books, 
2000).  This book provides a survey of the major current theological movements. This 
book is not a substitute for reading original sources, and it is used here as a tool for 
introducing students to a wide range of theological options in contemporary theology.  
3. L. Wood, The Meaning of Pentecost in Early Methodism, Rediscovering John Fletcher As 
John Wesley’s Vindicator and Designated Successor (Lanham, MD:  Scarecrow Press, 
2002).  Chapters 11-16, pp. 209-385.  Pneumatology has been a central focus of Asbury 
Theological Seminary since its very beginning.  This corresponds to its emphasis upon 
Christian perfection.  This book shows that the baptism with the Spirit and Pentecostal 
terminology were widely used in 19
th
 Century American Methodism.  The last chapters of 
this book explore this theme in Methodist history since Wesley.  Students will be 
introduced to some of the leading early British and American Methodists. The first half of 
this book is about John Fletcher “pentecostalizing”  John Wesley’s theology and it serves 
as a text in DO690.  An assumption of this book is that spiritual vitality in United 
Methodism depends upon an adequate theology of the Holy Spirit. 
4. Selected Readings on the E-Library Reserve. 
5. Strongly Recommended, but not required: Doctrine and Theology in the United Methodist 
Church (Nashville: Kingswood Books, 1991). 
 
RECOMMENDED WEBSITE 
Ted Campbell, President of Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, has put on a website an 
excellent book on ecumenical consensus on central Christian teachings.  I recommend this to you 
very highly.  http://www.christianmysteries.info/ 
 
 CLASS SCHEDULE 
 
SEPTEMBER 11 
 
 – EVANGELICAL LIBERALISM AND THEOLOGICAL PLURALISM IN THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 Albert C. Outler, “Introduction to the Report of the 1968-72 Theological Study 
Commission,” Doctrine and Theology in the United Methodist Church, ed. Thomas A 
Langford (Nashville:  Kingswood Books, 1991), pp. 19-25.  (Library Reserve Shelf). 
 Ted A. Campbell, “The ‘Wesleyan Quadrilateral’:  The Story of A Modern Methodist 
Myth,” Doctrine and Theology in the United Methodist Church, pp. 154-161.  (Library 
Reserve Shelf). 
 Albert Outler, “Our Theological Task” in the 1972 Book of Discipline ¶68.  (E-Library 
Reserve). 
 Bishop Earl Hunt, “Our Theological Task,” ¶63 in the 1988 Book of Discipline, which was 
written under the chairmanship of Bishop Earl Hunt (with Dr. Kenneth Kinghorn as one of 
the writers).  (E-Library Reserve). 
 
FEB. 18 – THE GOOD NEWS MOVEMENT AND THE CONFESSING MOVEMENT 
 James V. Heidinger II, United Methodist Renewal (Wilmore, KY:  Forum for Scriptural 
Christianity, 1988).  (Library Reserve Shelf). 
 “A Confessional Statement” and “Doctrinal Tracts” of the Confessing Movement.  These 
can be downloaded from website:  http://www.confessingumc.org/index.htm 
 Wesley, “The Catholic Spirit” (Sermon 39).  This sermon can be downloaded from 
website:  http://gbgm-umc.org/umhistory/wesley/sermons/ 
 Dr. Jim Heidinger will be our guest. 
 
 – THEOLOGY IN EARLY AMERICAN METHODISM (PANEL #1) 
 Wood, The Meaning of Pentecost in Early Methodism, chapters 13-14, pp. 293-
336 
o Required Collateral Reading: Langford, Practical Divinity, 1:43-115. [no 
summary paper required for collateral reading]. 
 
– BASIC CONTEMPORARY THEOLOGIES 
 Fundamentalism, Handbook of Contemporary Theology (Grand Rapids:  Baker 
Books, 2000), pp. 11-26.  (Panel #2). 
 Neo-Orthodoxy, Handbook, pp. 27-40.  (Panel #3). 
 Pentecostalism, Handbook, pp. 41-57. (Panel #4). 
o Harvey Cox, Fire From Heaven, The Rise of Pentecostal Spirituality and 
the Reshaping of Religion in the Twenty-first Century (Reading:  
Massachusetts: Addison-Wesley Publishing Company, 1995), pp.99-123.  
(E-Library Reserve). 
o Recommended website on the emergence of Pentecostalism by a 
Pentecostal writer: 
http://www.inchristalone.org/RevivalismToPentecostalism.htm 
 Evangelicalism, Handbook, pp. 58-71.  (Panel #5). 
 
 
OCTOBER 9, 2004 
 
– BASIC CONTEMPORARY THEOLOGIES (CON’T) 
 Neo-Liberalism, Handbook, pp. 72-86.  (Panel #6). 
o Carl Michalson, Worldly Theology (New York:  Charles Scribner, 1967), pp. 127-
158.  (E-Library Reserve). 
o Langford, Practical Divinity, pp. 205-208. 
 Post-Vatican II Catholicism, Handbook, pp. 87-102. (Panel #7) 
 Eastern Orthodox Theologies, Handbook, pp. 103-116. (Panel #8) 
 The Charismatic Movement, Handbook, pp. 117-132. (Panel #9) 
 
 – CONTEMPORARY WORLD TRENDS IN THEOLOGY 
 The Theology of Hope, Handbook, pp. 135-149. (Panel #10) 
 Process Theology, Handbook, pp. 150-164. (Panel #11) 
o Langford, Practical Divinity, pp. 211-216 
o Recommended:  John Cobb, God and the World (Philadelphia:  Westminster 
Press, 1969), pp. 67-102.  The entire book is on the web: 
                         http://www.religion-online.org/cgi-bin/relsearchd.dll/showbook?item_id=373 
 Secular Theology, Handbook, pp. 165-178.  (Panel #12) 
 
 – Contemporary World Trends in Theology (Con’t 
 Liberation Theology, Handbook, pp. 203-226 (Panel #13) 
o Langford, Practical Divinity, pp. 209-211  
o Langford, Practical Divinity, pp. 239-241 
 G. Gutierrez, “The Task and Content of Liberation Theology,” Liberation 
Theology, ed. Christopher Rowland (New York: Cambridge University 
Press, 1999), pp. 19-38. (E-Library Reserve).  
 Required Collateral:  James H. Cone, God of the Oppressed (Maryknoll, 
NY: Orbis Books, 1997), pp. 49-56, 122-126.  (E-Library Reserve). 
 Third Wave Theology:  The Vineyard Movement, Handbook, pp. 227-240.  (Panel #14). 
 
 – CONTEMPORARY WORLD TRENDS IN THEOLOGY (CON’T) 
 Feminist Theology, Handbook, pp. 241-258.  (Panel #15) 
o Sandra M. Schneiders, “Does the Bible Have A Postmodern Message,” in 
Postmodern Theology, ed. Frederic B. Burnham (New York:  Harper & Row, 
1989), pp. 56-73.  (Library Reserve Shelf). 
o Ann M. Clifford, Introducing Feminist Theology (Maryknoll, New York: Orbis 
Books, 2001, pp. 92-97, 116-126 (E-Library Reserve). 
 Some Third World Theological Directions, Handbook, pp. 306-317. (Panel #16) 
 
 – POSTLIBERAL THEOLOGY 
 George Lindbeck, The Nature of Doctrine (Philadelphia:  Westminster Press, 1984), pp. 
15-25.  (E-Library Reservef). 
 
November 11, 2004 
 
 – NARRATIVE THEOLOGY (PANEL #17) 
 Stanley Hauerwas, A Community of Character (Notre Dame:  University of Notre Dame, 
1981), pp. 1-6 “Introduction”; 196-229 “Chapter 11”  (E-Library Reserve). 
 Stanley Hauerwas, “Abortion, Theologically Understood,” (1991), The Hauerwas Reader 
(Durham:  Duke University Press, 2001), pp. 603-622.  (E-Library Reserve). 
 Langford, Practical Divinity, pp. 222-225. 
 
 – A SOCIAL, ECOLOGICAL THEOLOGY (PANEL #18) 
 Moltmann, The Spirit of Life (Minneapolis:  Fortress Press, 1992), pp. 289-309. 
 Moltmann, God in Creation, A New Theology of Creation and the Spirit of God 
(Minneapolis:  Fortress Press, 1985), pp. 1-40. 
 Ian Barbour, “Religion in An Environmental Age,” Earth At Risk (New York:  Humanity 
Books, 2000), pp. 27-53. 
 
 – POSTMODERNISM  
 James Miller, “The Emerging Postmodern World,” Postmodern Theology: Christian Faith 
in a Pluralist World, eds. Diogenes Allen; Frederic B. Burnham (San Francisco: Harper & 
Row, 1989), pp. 1-19. 
 
 – SCIENCE AND THEOLOGY (PANEL #19) 
 Ted Peters, “Theology and Natural Science,” in The Modern Theologians, ed. David F. 
Ford (Oxford:  Blackwell Publishers, 1997), pp. 649-665.  This essay offers eight ways of 
relating science and theology. 
 Highly recommended:  an online adaptation of God, Humanity, and the Cosmos, ed. 
Christopher Southgate (Edinburgh:  T & T Clark, 1999);   
http://www.counterbalance.net/ghc/index-frame.html 
 For interviews with leading scientists, philosophers, and theologians on the relation 
between science and faith, see this PBS website on “Faith and Reason” 
           http://www.counterbalance.com/transcript/index-frame.html 
 
 – WESLEYAN HOLINESS THEOLOGY (PANEL #20) 
 Wood, The Meaning of Pentecost, Chapters 11, 12, pp. 223-292. 
Langford says:  “The relationship between these two founding fathers [Wesley and Fletcher] is 
still under investigation” (p. 141) and that the relation between Christian perfection and the use of 
Pentecostal language is still “not settled” (p. 146) in Wesley Studies.  The Meaning of Pentecost 
in Early Methodism is the first study that researched this theme in depth and was concluded after 
Langford’s book was written and after his death. 
 
--  RECENT LITURGICAL/THEOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENTS – THE NEW BAPTISMAL LITURGY (Panels #21). 
 Wood, The Meaning of Pentecost, Chapters 15, 16, pp. 337-385. 
 Optional:  “By Water and the Spirit:  A United Methodist Understanding of Baptism.”  You 
may download this from the United Methodist Church website:  
http://www.gbod.org/worship/images/water&spirit.pdf.  This document is also available on 
the library reserve shelf, The Book of Resolutions of the United Methodist Church (1996), 
pp. 716-735.    
